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THE LAW OF CHRIST
Tommy J. Hicks

INTRODUCTION1

Prophesying of Jesus Christ and events that would occur approxi-
mately 600 years later, Daniel disclosed:

I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of
days, and they brought him near before him. And there was
given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people,
nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed (Dan. 7:13-14,
emphasis added; cf. Mt. 16:13; Acts 7:55-56).

Saying “that all people, nations, and languages, should serve” Jesus in
His kingdom “which shall not be destroyed,” Daniel used the term
“dominion” three times to emphasize that Christ’s is universal and
eternal. The word “dominion” means: “supreme authority : sover-
eignty.”2

Informing the young virgin, Mary, about the child she would bear,
the angel announced: “And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb,
and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be great,
and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give
unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end” (Lk.
1:31-33). Commenting on the phrase “he shall reign over the house of
Jacob for ever,” Barnes notes: “[I]t is the same as saying that he would
reign over his own church and people forever. This he does by giving
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them laws, by defending them, and by guiding them; and this he will do
forever in the kingdom of his glory (emphasis added).”3

Making statements such as, “I can of mine own self do nothing ...
I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me”
(Jn. 5:30), it is clearly evident that Jesus had neither dominion nor a
kingdom during His earthly ministry (cf. Jn. 4:34; 6:38; 9:4). However,
following His death, burial and resurrection, but before His ascension,
Jesus asserted: “All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and
on earth” (Mt. 28:18, ASV, emphasis added). Because this is so, Paul
was not speaking hyperbolically when he described Jesus as “the
blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords”
(1 Tim. 6:15). Amening Paul, John also identifies Christ as being
“KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” (Rev. 19:16; cf. 17:14).
Right now, Jesus is reigning as King from His Throne in Heaven (Acts
2:30-34).

By his coupling of Christ being “Lord and Saviour” (2 Pet. 1:11;
2:20; 3:2, 18), one may confidently infer that Peter is drawing a
connection between obedience and salvation. A man’s salvation being
dependent upon his obedience to Christ, is even more plainly pointed
out in Hebrew 5:8-9, which stresses: “Though he were a Son, yet
learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And being made
perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that
obey him.” To those who refuse to obey and do His will, Jesus asks:
“And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?”
(Lk. 6:46). The very fact that Jesus is King and Lord implies that men
ought to be in subjection to Him (i.e., His subjects obeying His law),
and that there would be serious, unpleasant and eternal consequences
for not doing so (cf. Mt. 7:21-23; Jn. 12:48).

CHRIST’S LAW PROPHESIED
Scriptures emphatically and forcefully show that it is obligatory

upon man to accept and comply with the Law of Christ. Demonstrating
this through Moses, God declared: “I will raise them up a Prophet from
among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his
mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. And
it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words
which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him” (Deut.
18:19). Providing an inspired commentary on that verse, preaching that
Jesus Christ is that Prophet, Peter proclaimed: “For Moses truly said
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unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you
of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatso-
ever he shall say unto you. And it shall come to pass, that every soul,
which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the
people” (Acts 3:22-23, emphasis added). Revealing the meaning of the
phrase, “I will require it of him” (Deut. 18:19), Peter instead says,
“shall be destroyed from among the people.” Regarding Peter’s severe
verdict, Coffman accurately assesses: “In its spiritual application, this
means that all who do not hearken to that Prophet, who is Christ, shall
be lost eternally.”4

Anyone who has studied the Bible, Old and New Testaments,
knows that a new law was prophesied and that those prophesies have
been fulfilled. Two of those prophesies are familiar to most Christians.
Coming from the pens of Isaiah and Jeremiah, respectively, they
harbinger:

And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of
the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains,
and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow
unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us
go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his
paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the
Lord from Jerusalem (Isa. 2:2-3, emphasis added; cf. Mic. 4:1-
2).
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:
Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in
the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land
of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an
husband unto them, saith the Lord: But this shall be the covenant
that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith
the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in
their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people
(Jer. 31:31-33, emphasis added).

Ordinarily, when the above passages are brought into a study, the
primary focus is the church and its establishment. These sections of
Scripture are mentioned here because of their references to the “law,”
the Law of Christ, which would be of force from the beginning to the
end of the Christian Dispensation.
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In both Isaiah 2:3 and Jeremiah 31:33, the word “law” is translated
from the Hebrew word torah. Every place in the Old Testament where
the phrase “law of Moses” is found (cf. Josh. 8:31; 1 Kgs. 2:3), torah
is the word translated “law.” Furthermore, wherever the Old Testament
uses the word “law” in reference to the Law of Moses, it comes from
torah. This is not to say that the Law of Moses and the Law of Christ
are one and the same law. What is being said is, that same word, torah,
is used for the prophesied “law” of Christ (New Testament Law) as was
used for the “law” of Moses (Old Testament Law). Laws may differ,
but law is law.

Consider the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Old
Testament produced in the third century B.C. When the Jewish scholars
responsible for this version came to the Hebrew word torah in Isaiah
2:3 and Jeremiah 31:33, they translated it nomos—the Greek word for
“law.” Since the New Testament was originally written in Greek, what
its inspired writers have to say about the matter is invaluable. Although
the fulfillment of Isaiah 2:3 or Micah 4:2 is plainly manifested in
Scripture, no direct quotes from either are found in the New Testament.
Nevertheless, undeniable references to Jeremiah 31:33 are found in
Hebrews 8:10 and 10:16. Not surprisingly, the word “laws” in both
(Heb. 8:10; 10:16) comes from the Greek word nomos. Thus, the
uninspired Jewish translators of the Septuagint and the inspired writer
of Hebrews prove that the Hebrew word torah and the Greek word
nomos are equivalent. Moreover, since the Hebrew word torah is
translated to the English word “law,” and since the Greek word nomos
is translated to the English word “law,” then torah, nomos, and “law”
are equivalent (torah = nomos = law).

It might be questioned: “Why is this point being presented in such
a manner?” There are a number of reasons why this approach is used
here. Four of them are primary. First, it draws attention to the neglected
fact that the Law of Christ was prophesied. Second, unless one is
prepared to deny prophesy and its fulfillment, he cannot deny that New
Testament Christians are under the Law of Christ. Third, in view of
Peter’s statement in Acts 3:22-23, if one truly desires to be saved,
submission to the Law of Christ—all of it—is not an option. Fourth, by
examining the word “law,” as used in prophesy and its fulfillment, the
inane idea that Christ’s law is not really law in the truest sense of the
word is taken away. Bringing out how silly such thinking is, Coffman
writes:
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With all due deference to the learning, scholarship and devotion
of the advocates of such interpretations, all of them utterly fail
to get the point which is that Christians are to obey the Law of
Christ (all of it) as distinguished from the Law of Moses. As for
the allegation that the "law of Christ is not a law in the legal
sense," there is no way to read "Law of Christ" except in the
sense of "God's Law"; and how could divine law be defined as
not being in a legal sense? The very term legal means "pertinent
to or conformity to law." So the proposition means "Christ's law
is not pertinent to law!" Such a notion must be rejected. Moses
was the type of Christ, and Christ surpassed Moses, being the
Lawgiver for all mankind.4

THE LAW-GIVERS: MOSES AND CHRIST
Ask just about anyone, “Who is the great ‘Law-giver’ in the

Bible?” and they will answer, “Moses.” Wrong! Yes, it was through
Moses that God gave His law to the nation of Israel (Ex. 24:1-4; Neh.
10:29). Even so, it is through Christ that God has given His law for the
New Testament Dispensation. Emphasizing that God was speaking
through Him, Jesus stressed:

My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me (Jn. 7:16, emphasis
added).
I speak to the world those things which I have heard of him (Jn.
8:26, emphasis added).
He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that
judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge
him in the last day. For I have not spoken of myself; but the
Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I
should say, and what I should speak. And I know that his
commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore,
even as the Father said unto me, so I speak (Jn. 12:48-50,
emphasis added).
[T]he word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which
sent me (Jn. 14:24, emphasis added).

Praying in that lonely garden the night before His crucifixion, Jesus
said to His Heavenly Father: “I have given unto them the words which
thou gavest me; and they have received them ... I have given them thy
word” (Jn.17:8, 14). Just as God spoke His Word through Moses and
it is called the “Law of Moses,” God has spoken His Word through
Christ and it is called the “Law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2; 1 Cor. 9:21).
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As a law-giver, Jesus Christ is superior to Moses because He is
God (Jn. 1:1, 14). He is superior to Moses as a law-giver because He is
God’s Son. Making this very point, the writer of Hebrews:

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time
past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all
things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and
upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high” (Heb. 1:1-3).

Moses was one of those through whom God spoke to those living in
Old Testament times. “[I]n these last days,” i.e., the Christian Dispensa-
tion, God has “spoken unto us by his Son,” Jesus Christ. Today, we are
to hear Christ, not Moses or any of the Old Testament prophets. God
said: “HEAR YE HIM” (Mt. 17:1-5). Christ, not Moses, is the great
Law-giver in the Bible.

THE LAW OF CHRIST IS UNIVERSAL
Attention must be given to the fact that the Law of Christ is greater

in scope than was the Law of Moses. Moses’ law was limited to Israel,
but Christ’s law is universal. Unfortunately, many of those who are the
most excited about evangelism and preaching “the gospel to every
creature” (Mk. 16:15-16) fail to realize that the Gospel of Christ is the
Law of Christ. Giving His “Great Commission,” Jesus said: “Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world” (Mt. 28:19-20,
emphasis added). In the place of “Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you,” the NIV says, “and teaching them
to obey everything I have commanded you.” (The NIV is not a good
Bible translation, but sometimes it is a good commentary.) Gill says the
“all things” to be observed in Matthew 28:20 include:

All ordinances, not only baptism, but the Lord's supper; all
positive institutions, and moral duties; all obligations, both to
God and men; all relative duties that respect the world, or one
another, those that are without, and those that are within; and
these are to be taught them, and therefore to be insisted on in the
ministry of the word; and not merely in order that they may
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know them, and have the theory of them, but that the may put
them into practice ... every thing that Christ has commanded.6

If such a statement is not descriptive of law, it is doubtful that one
could be crafted.

JUSTIFIED BY THE LAW OF CHRIST
Paul repeatedly states that one is not justified by the works of the

law or by the Law of Moses. For example, he says:
[Y]e could not be justified by the law of Moses (Acts 13:39).
Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified
in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin ... Therefore
we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of
the law (Rom. 3:20, 28).
Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but
by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus
Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not
by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no
flesh be justified (Gal. 2:16).
[N]o man is justified by the law in the sight of God (Gal. 3:11).

The question is: “Do such passages simply mean that one is not
justified by the Law of Moses, or do they mean that one is not justified
by law—i.e., any law—even the Law of Christ?” Denominationalists
holding various shades of the “salvation by ‘faith only’ doctrine deny
that obedience (to any law) has anything to do with justification.
Reason demands that those who accept the “law and grace are mutually
exclusive” doctrine have to divorce the Law of Christ from justifica-
tion. Then, there are those who deny that one is justified by the Law of
Christ be cause of the omission of the Greek article (the) in verses
saying that one is not justified by law.

While it is agreed that the Bible teaches that no one can be justified
by the Law of Moses, it is the conviction of this writer that one is
justified by the Law of Christ. The Law of Christ is in keeping with
“Divine Justice.” “Divine Justice” involves what God requires and does
to provide a means of justification for man; however, it also involves
what man does or does not do in response. To be justified by the Law
of Christ man must do something—he must comply with, obey, the
Law of Christ.

Go back and read Romans 3:28 and Galatians 2:16. Both verses
deny that one is justified by the “deeds” or “works of the law,” yet,
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both verses also say that one is “justified by faith.” Romans 3:27 states
that one is justified “by the law of faith.” Can “the law of faith” be
separated from the Law of Christ? No, because they are one and the
same law. If one is faithful, is he not obedient to Christ? The Bible
speaks of being “obedient to the faith” (Acts 6:7; Rom. 1:5), in the
objective sense, and “the obedience of faith” (Rom. 16:26), in the
subjective sense. This is how “Divine Justice” is carried out through the
Law of Christ.

James 2:24 says: “Ye see then how that by works a man is justified,
and not by faith only.” Anyone who denies what the Bible affirms or
affirms what the Bible denies is wrong. Inspiration declares “that by
works a man is justified, and not by faith only.” Either a man is
justified by works, or he is not justified by works. Which is it? God
says a man is justified by works. From passages already noted, it has
been noted that a man is not justified by the works of the Law of
Moses. That being the case, to what “works” is James referring? James,
in the immediate context, is using Abraham’s faithful works of
obedience (Jas. 2:21-23; cf. Heb. 11:17) as an illustration to show how
one is justified by works (cf. Acts 10:34-35; Ps. 119:172). By the way,
faith is a work. Jesus said: “This is the work of God, that ye believe on
him whom he hath sent” (Jn. 6:29). Meritorious works, such as those
performed under the Law of Moses, are not being considered by James
since Abraham predated Moses and his law. Since James has already
referred to “the law of liberty” (Jas. 1:25; 2:12) and “the royal law”
(Jas. 2:8), it is not a stretch to conclude that his remarks are in keeping
with “the law of faith,” which is the Law of Christ. In other words,
James is saying one is justified by the Law of Christ.

Still, how is one to understand those passages where the Greek
texts do not have the article (the) appearing before the word “law.”
Again, denominationalists have been arguing for years that if the Greek
text exclude “the law,” then it is referring to the Law of Moses;
however, if the Greek text simply exclude “law,” then all law is
excluded. Actually, this is much ado about nothing. The following
quote from George B. Stevens is lengthy, but perhaps it will be helpful
to some. He explains:

By the term “the law” (o nomos) Paul generally means the
Mosaic system. When nomos has the article, the reference is to
the Mosaic law specifically; where the article is omitted, he still
refers to that law, but contemplates it more generically, as the
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expression of divine will. This distinction may be easily tested
by reference to the second chapter of Romans. In that chapter the
apostle is comparing the Jews, who have a system of positive
enactments (nomos), with the Gentiles, who have not. The use of
nomos is ordinally generic. “As many as sinned in [the posses-
sion of] law [en nomo] shall be judged by law [dia nomou] ; for
not hearer of law [nomou] are just with God, but doer of law
[nomou] shall be justified. For when Gentiles do not have law
[me nomon echonta] do by nature the requirements of the law [ta
tou nomou], these not having law [nomon], are a law [nomos]
unto themselves, who show the work of the law [to ergon tou
nomou] written in their hearts” etc. (Rom. ii. 12-15). It will be
noticed that in all cases where the Mosaic system is contem-
plated in a general way in contrast to the mere light of nature
which the Gentiles have, nomos is used without the article;
where, however, that system is specifically referred to, as
speaking of the requirements or work of the law, the ethical
demands which the Mosaic law made, the article is used. It thus
becomes evident that the view sometimes held, that o nomos
denotes the Mosaic law, and nomos moral or divine law in
general, is not strictly correct. Both terms refer to the Mosaic law
in the apostle’s ordinary usage, but with the difference between
a specific and a generic reference. No difference in kind exists
between o nomos and nomos, but at most a difference in
emphasis; a difference in form of thought, not substance or
content.7

Nothing in Scripture denies that one is justified by the Law of
Christ. Quite the contrary.

THE SAME LAW BY OTHER BIBLE TERMS
There are those in the denominational churches, as well as some

who claim to be members of the Lord’s church, who insist that the
Christian is not under any law at all. Their thinking notwithstanding,
God says that Christians are under law—not the Law of Moses, but the:

1. Law of Faith (Rom. 3:27).
2. Law of the Spirit (Rom. 8:2).
3. Law of Love (Rom. 13:10).
4. Law of Liberty (Jas. 1:25).
5. Royal Law (Jas. 2:8).
6. Law of Christ (1 Cor. 9:21; Gal. 6:2).



26 The Law of Christ

One can only wonder how people can read those Scriptures and
come away saying the Christian is not under law today, but some do.
Touching on how some try to use Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 9:21
and have him saying that he is not under law, Oster states:

In fact, even though Paul was not, according to v. 20, under the
law, v. 21 makes it clear that he is not free from Christ’s law. It
would be a great travesty for someone to imagine that Paul’s
gospel was a lawless gospel. Clearly Paul was not interested in
imposing aspects of Mosaic ceremonial legislation upon Gentile
believers (e.g., Galatians, Romans, Philippians), but his letters,
including 1 Corinthians, make it very clear that Paul is commit-
ted to a people of God who stand under the regulations and laws
of Christ.8

CONCLUSION
Just as Oster sees the Law of Christ as being the Gospel of Christ,

so does every other right thinking person. Reflecting on the “law of
faith,” Coffman simply summerizes: “In a word, the law of faith is the
law of the gospel of Christ and is inclusive of all that people must do
to be united with and identified with Christ, as being ‘in him,’ as well
as all that may be necessary to remaining ‘in Christ’ and being found
‘in him’ at the last day.”9

The Gospel of Christ is the Law of Christ. Because it is law, it must
be obeyed. Peter asked: “[W]hat shall the end be of them that obey not
the gospel of God?” (1 Pet. 4:17). Answering his question, Paul replies
that when Jesus comes, He will come “In flaming fire taking vengeance
on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ,” and that they “shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his
power” (2 Thess. 1:8-9).
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